Blue Lake Township
Kalkaska County, Michigan
Minutes

Planning Board Regular Meeting

Wednesday, September 6, 2017
10 Present

I. Meeting Call to Order at 9:00 am - Allen
II. Pledge of Allegiance – Allen
III. Roll Call of Members Present: Gruley, Allen, Sawasky, Shaw, Lavender, Ross
Absent: Bowman    Also present: Campbell, Shearer, M. Radzwion, D. Radzwion 
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Allen - Motion to adopt agenda by Allen, supported by Sawasky, motion carried.
V. Declaration of Conflict of Interest - None

VI. Minutes of last meeting – Gruley – Motion to approve minutes of last meeting dated August 5, 2017 by Shaw supported by Lavender, motion carried.

VII. Public Input 

Duane and Margaret Radzwion, property owners on Squaw Lake, are inquiring about what, has transpired with the property in conflict that neighbors them.  Specifically that he is not in compliance with what the township ordinance outlines as a qualifying home business in a Lakeshore Residential zone and that the property is being used for something more than what is defined as customary and incidental for the main purpose of living there.  (Photos were provided.)  Zoning Administrator has been in conversation with township legal council and had been informed that until solid proof of a home business has been provided we cannot violate and cite him.  The current DBA filed is at a different property.  Shaw requested that a copy of our ordinance relating to a home business in a Lakeshore Residential zone, and all the information we have compiled, be forwarded to township legal council for review to see what violation can be cited.  Radzwion also inquired about the timeline and how to formally submit an appeal form to the ZBA for the permits that have been issued for two additional outbuildings which they are objecting to.  Zoning Administrator will provide the proper forms and indicated that they have 30 days from the date the permit was issued to appeal.
VIII. Report of Township Board Representative to Planning Commission – Shaw 

Shaw reported Bowman had submitted his resignation from all township committees. 
IX. Report Planning Representative to the Zoning Board of Appeals – Lavender-

Nothing to report.
X. Old Business –
Intent for clarification of Sidewall Height was discussed.  The current chart (Section 4.14 – Schedule of Regulations) needs to be better defined.  A better definition of GRADE, PEAK, FLOOR and SIDEWALL as it applies to buildings needs to be determined.  It was suggested that diagrams be included in the chart to further clarify measuring.  The Planning Board recommended a change to the Footnotes to Schedule of Regulations, item “e”.  It should read “Maximum height allowed to a maximum of 35’.  Walk-out basements for dwellings shall be excluded from height measurement.”  An additional footnote was also suggested to be added to define HEIGHT CALCULATION “Height calculations do not include any fill or construction whose sole purpose is to raise the reference datum.” After much discussion it was agreed that we shall continue the discussion at the next meeting and compare our zoning ordinances with Kalkaska’s Zoning Ordinances to better define and clarify our wording.
XI. New Business
The discussion of compiling a list of additional ordinances that require clarification has been side tabled until the definition of Sidewall Height is completed.
XII. Public Input
The Radzwions (see VII above) responded that they appreciated the time and effort of the Planning Board.  They hold no grudges and are just trying to restore the quiet enjoyment of their property and preserve the value of their property.  Zoning Administrator could not provide the form for appeal to the ZBA so in lieu of this a letter of intent will be accepted.  No known fee is associated with filing this appeal, but should it be found that a fee to file is required, it will not delay the acceptance of the letter of intent.
XIII. Planning Board Member Comments and Input –

None
XIV. Set/Confirm Next Meeting Date

Next meeting WEDNESDAY,October 4, 2017 at 9:00 am at the Township Hall.

XV. Adjournment –
Motion to adjourn at 11:18 am by Shaw, supported by Allen, motion carried. 
These minutes are not official until approved by the Blue Lake Township Planning Commission at the next scheduled meeting.
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Janet Gruley, Secretary




Rhonda Allen, Planning Board Chairperson
