Blue Lake Township
Kalkaska County, Michigan
Minutes

Planning Board Regular Meeting

Saturday, August 5, 2017
11 Present

I. Meeting Call to Order at 9:00 am - Allen
II. Pledge of Allegiance – Allen
III. Roll Call of Members Present: Gruley, Allen, Sawasky, Shaw, Lavender, Bowman
Absent: Ross    Also present: Campbell, Shearer, M. Radzwion, D. Radzwion, J. Walls 
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Allen - Motion to adopt agenda with the addition clarification of Home Occupation to New Business by Shaw, supported by Allen, motion carried.
V. Declaration of Conflict of Interest - None

VI. Minutes of last meeting – Gruley – Motion to approve minutes of last meeting dated June 7, 2017 by Shaw supported by Sawasky, motion carried.

VII. Public Input 

Duane and Margaret Radzwion, property owners on Squaw Lake requested direction from Planning Board on how to address issues with neighboring property.  Concerns are:
· The possibility of a business being run out of property zoned Lakeshore Residential.

· Side wall height of out building.  Is it measured from grade or floor?  If higher than code can dirt be graded up along sidewall to disguise actually height?

· Appearance of neighboring property.  Is it in possible violation of the nuisance ordinance? Property owners provided pictures taken from the view on their property showing wooden pallets, heavy equipment, trailers, garbage etc.
· Loss of property value due to neighboring property.  

VIII. Report of Township Board Representative to Planning Commission – Shaw 

Shaw reported that road was scheduled to be open at Manistee Lake as of 8/4/17.  Also updated information for the finish top coat for Sunset Trail; work has been delayed 10 days. 
IX. Report Planning Representative to the Zoning Board of Appeals – Lavender-

Nothing to report since last meeting.
X. Old Business –
Continued discussion on the direction being taken by Twin Lake Store.   No action has been taken by owner.  Noticeable activity has been going on about the property but due to law, zoning administrator is not able to go on personal property without homeowner permission to determine any violation.  Zoning administrator is in the process to see if we are able to amend the township permits that would allow periodic checks/balances of work in progress. Still in agreement that this property should remain commercial due to non-conforming residential structures currently on the property.  A letter of violation needs to be sent by zoning administrator informing him of the procedure and the potential violation he may be in. Owner needs to submit application for Special Use Permit and state its use because it’s a non-conforming commercial lot   Depending on outcome of his response that will determine what we need to list for the Special Usage Permit.
XI. New Business
1. Side wall height is in question based on the verbiage in the township ordinance.  Shaw provided packet with current guidelines and definitions.  The current wording is allowing people to an open interpretation of the zoning ordinance of 12’ high sidewalls (measure from grade or floor?).  Township Zoning Administrator will work with legal council to review wording and clarify for future, where the measurement needs to be taken from and if any height changes need to be made.  At which time we will draft language for definition of sidewall and how it’s measured and proceed for a public hearing for approval.  Definition for sidewall and measurement will be discussed at next meeting in addition to other ordinances that need further clarification.  They need to be specific enough so we don’t argue about interpretation.
2. Definition of Lakeshore Home Occupation (attached) was discussed to determine what occupations are allowed to be conducted in a Lakeshore Residential district.  The property owner on Squaw Lake (Kotsch) may be in violation of this by outdoor storage of equipment intended for business use and nuisance ordination because of unsightly trash.  After much discussion it was determined that it could not be resolved at this meeting. Township Zoning Administrator will need to confirm what is exactly in violation, address it, cite him and enforce it.  Township Zoning Administrator stated that she needs to talk with township legal council before citing him.
XII. Public Input
The Radzwions (see VII above) responded that as an end result, they want to restore the quiet enjoyment of their property and action taken to preserve the value of their property.
XIII. Planning Board Member Comments and Input –

Meeting dates for upcoming year will be set so they can be presented to Clerk to place on calendar.  Agreed that we will meet on the first Wednesday of each month (as needed) with the exception of August which will be the first Saturday.  Planning board meeting dates will be included in the bi-annual newsletters and posted on the township website.
XIV. Set/Confirm Next Meeting Date

Next meeting WEDNESDAY, September 6, 2017 at 9:00 am at the Township Hall.

XV. Adjournment –
Motion to adjourn at 10:55 am by Allen, supported by Shaw, motion carried. 
These minutes are not official until approved by the Blue Lake Township Planning Commission at the next scheduled meeting.

Respectfully Submitted by:




Attested to:

__________________________



____________________________

Janet Gruley, Secretary




Rhonda Allen, Planning Board Chairperson
