Blue Lake Township
Kalkaska County, Michigan
Minutes

Planning Board Regular Meeting

Wednesday, June 7, 2017
7 Present

I. Meeting Call to Order at 9:00 am - Allen
II. Pledge of Allegiance – Allen
III. Roll Call of Members Present: Gruley, Allen, Sawasky, Shaw, Ross
Absent: Bowman, Lavender    Also present: Campbell, Shearer 
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Allen - Motion to adopt agenda with the addition of adding Hazardous Structures to New Business by Shaw, supported by Allen, motion carried.
V. Declaration of Conflict of Interest - None

VI. Minutes of last meeting – Gruley – Motion to approve minutes of last meeting dated May 3, 2017 by Allen with noted punctuation corrections to be made, supported by Shaw, motion carried.

VII. Public Input 

1. Shearer suggested that we give consideration for future discussion on maximum accessory sidewall heights (section 4-14) as the current height restriction (12 ft) may cause issues for new residences requiring motor home storage.  County is currently at 14ft.  Concerns that increasing the sidewall height will increase the roof pitch making the structure too tall.  Agreed it should be put on the agenda for discussion at the next scheduled meeting.

2. Sawasky wanted to make us aware of a news article regarding the lobby for a bill that would allow state law to control guidelines for short-term rentals.  Concern that the new law could supersede, displace and prevent some of the actions we have put in place for our township. 
VIII. Report of Township Board Representative to Planning Commission – Shaw 

1. Shaw submitted memo that she will present to the Township Board regarding compensating Allen 20 hours for time spent outside of Planning Board meetings to download, format and update the Master Plan.  (Memo attached)

2. Chapter 9 can be added to the Master Plan as an addendum as it was previously accepted by the Township Board with letter that Allen submitted   Shaw will get copy of signed letter from Nichols to accompany addition of Chapter 9 to show approval and we can move forward and add it to the Master Plan as an addendum.
IX. Report Planning Representative to the Zoning Board of Appeals – Lavender-Absent
X. Old Business –
1. Final approval of Nuisance Ordinance form letter was presented and given to the Township Board at the May 3, 2017 meeting.
XI. New Business
1. Zoning for new owners of Twin Lake Store property is still under discussion.  Assessor indicated they can change to residential from commercial based on state law.  Issue remains that changing zoning for this property doesn’t comply with the township building requirements (based on the properties existing buildings.)  Uncertainty about what changes can be made to specific parcels as only a portion of the property is land contracted by the new owner and it’s not clear what his intentions are for the property.  Have not heard back from the owners on what direction they want to move.
2. Township Board had a concern about local properties with hazardous structures and how to address them.  Agreed that Planning Committee and County currently have ordinances in place that address hazardous/dangerous/nuisance issues.


XII. Public Input
None
XIII. Planning Board Member Comments and Input –

1. New Zoning Administrator for Cold Springs Township has been appointed and they are hopeful that ordinances will begin to be enforced.
XIV. Set/Confirm Next Meeting Date

1. Next meeting SATURDAY, August 2, 2017 at 9:00 am at the Township Hall.

XV. Adjournment –
1. Motion to adjourn at 10:00 am by Allen, supported by Shaw, motion carried. 
These minutes are not official until approved by the Blue Lake Township Planning Commission at the next scheduled meeting.
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Janet Gruley, Secretary




Rhonda Allen, Planning Board Chairperson
