Blue Lake Township
Kalkaska County, Michigan
Minutes

Planning Board Regular Meeting

Wednesday, November 1, 2017
8 Present

I. Meeting Call to Order at 9:00 am - Allen
II. Pledge of Allegiance – Allen
III. Roll Call of Members Present: Gruley, Allen, Sawasky, Shaw, Ross, Peterson
Absent: Lavender    Also present: Campbell, Shearer
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Allen - Motion to adopt agenda by Shaw, supported by Sawasky, motion carried.
V. Declaration of Conflict of Interest - None

VI. Minutes of last meeting – Gruley – Motion to approve minutes of last meeting dated October 4, 2017 by Shaw supported by Sawasky, motion carried.

VII. Public Input 
1. Shearer updated the Planning Board regarding the continuance for the property on Big Twin Lake.  Ferrier and DEQ will both submit studies verifying (historical) original high water mark and not high water level as submitted by the property owner.  A December court date has been set.  As for the Squaw Lake property, the ZBA is scheduled to meet on November 8, 2017 regarding the hold placed on the permit to build the additional out buildings in question.
2. Campbell presented the Planning Board with copies of Kalkaska’s zoning ordinances to compare wording of definitions we have been trying to better clarify (ie: sidewall height, grade, home occupation…).  Campbell suggested that the Planning Board consider adding an additional description of a Residence Based Occupation (based on Kalkaska’s ordinance) to our Master Plan when time appropriate.
VIII. Report of Township Board Representative to Planning Commission – Shaw 

Shaw announced the approval by the Township Board of the appointee for the Planning Board Tina Robertson and alternate Judy Gretke.
IX. Report Planning Representative to the Zoning Board of Appeals – Lavender-

Lavender absent.
X. Old Business –
Discussion continued to determine if additional clarification is needed for the definition of measuring Side Wall Height for an Accessory Building.

The proposed changes are as follows:

Sidewall: Measure from finished main floor to eave

Height:  Measure from finished main floor to peak

Eave: Where roof and sidewall connect
XI. New Business
The rewording of Accessory Building was discussed and determined that the existing definition in the Master Plan (Page 2-1, Section 2.02 – Definitions) is sufficient.  No further discussion is needed.
XII. Public Input
Shearer made a recommendation that every Planning Board Members should attend a zoning and planning seminar.  This would not only enhance their knowledge but would benefit property owners coming before the board.
XIII. Planning Board Member Comments and Input –

Sawasky commented that those that did attend the last zoning and planning seminar gained valuable tools that would enhance the board’s potential.

Peterson presented a copy of the Planning Board Members page from the township website that is out of date regarding the term date listed for each member.  Corrections were made and Allen will update website.
XIV. Set/Confirm Next Meeting Date

Next meeting: WEDNESDAY, December 6, 2017 at 9:00 am at the Township Hall.
XV. Adjournment –
Motion to adjourn at 11:18 am by Allen, supported by Shaw, motion carried. 
These minutes are not official until approved by the Blue Lake Township Planning Commission at the next scheduled meeting.
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