Blue Lake Township
Kalkaska County, Michigan
Minutes

Planning Board Regular Meeting

Wednesday, October 4, 2017
11 Present

I. Meeting Call to Order at 9:00 am - Allen
II. Pledge of Allegiance – Allen
III. Roll Call of Members Present: Gruley, Allen, Sawasky, Shaw, Lavender
Absent: Ross    Also present: Campbell, Shearer, Duane Radzwion, Tina Peterson, Stephanie Kotsch, Bryan Kotsch 
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Allen - Motion to adopt agenda by Shaw, supported by Sawasky, motion carried.
V. Declaration of Conflict of Interest - None

VI. Minutes of last meeting – Gruley – Motion to approve minutes of last meeting dated September 6, 2017 by Shaw supported by Allen, motion carried.

VII. Public Input 

1.  Shearer presented the Planning Board with handouts (see attached items A, B) to recap the situation between two property owners on Squaw Lake.  He presented a copy of a letter submitted on 7/23/15 from property owners on Squaw Lake issuing concern of excavating and building activity on the neighboring property without a posted permit.  The permit (#884) was granted to the property owners on 6/27/15 and was said to be posted by the property owner.  He also presented a letter from another neighbor on Squaw Lake commending the same neighbor for going above and beyond to help them.  Shearer feels that this issue was a civil matter between neighbors and not a township matter but it has since continued and has now escalated.
2. Bryan and Stephanie Kotsch, property owners on Squaw Lake, were present to voice their concerns about the intent of use for their property.  They feel that the claims that they are in violation of running a business out of their property zoned Lakeshore Residential are not valid.  They were granted permits to build 2 additional accessory buildings which have been stopped by a petition to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  They feel they that storing personal items (collector cars, snowmobiles, ATV, etc) is within the township guidelines.  The pallets of building items in question, stored in the open, on their property are intended for the future improvement of their residence, not for business construction projects.  They have also been questioned about the construction of their original out building and fence.  Everything was done in compliance with the township and county guidelines.  Duane Radzwion commented that it is their intent is to have the township ordinance upheld with the issues in question.  Zoning Administrator commented that she has been in conversation with township legal council and had been informed that until solid proof of a home business has been provided we cannot violate and cite him.  The current DBA filed is at a different property, moving the DBA to the Squaw Lake property would require special consideration and review.  The ZBA will determine if the two additional buildings are in compliance with township ordinances.  If the property owners are not satisfied with the ZBA’s decision then they can move toward additional legal action on their own.
VIII. Report of Township Board Representative to Planning Commission – Shaw 

New appointee for the Planning Board will be presented for approval at tonight’s scheduled Township Board meeting 
IX. Report Planning Representative to the Zoning Board of Appeals – Lavender-

Zoning Board of Appeals was presented with a petition so a meeting date will need to be scheduled.  ZBA is also in search of a secretary.  Zoning administrator agreed to generate an agenda for this meeting.
X. Old Business –
Intent for clarification of Sidewall Height was again discussed.  The current chart (Section 4.14 – Schedule of Regulations) needs to be better defined.  A better definition of GRADE, PEAK, FLOOR and SIDEWALL as it applies to accessory buildings needs to be determined.  A suggestion to change wording for measuring of the sidewall height from “GRADE to peak” to “FLOOR to eve” was discussed.  It was also suggested that diagrams be included in the chart to further clarify measuring. After much discussion it was agreed that we shall continue the discussion at the next meeting and compare our zoning ordinances with Kalkaska’s Zoning Ordinances to better define and clarify our wording.  Zoning Administration will pull verbiage from Kalkaska County residential zoning ordinances to compare with township ordinance to better clarify definition.
Once rewording is defined and Board approves of the change a public meeting will be set for final approval.
XI. New Business
Definition of Accessory Building.
XII. Public Input
The Kotsch’s (see VII above) responded by saying they feel they are not in any violation and provided a print out of Section 2 – Prohibition of Blight and Nuisances (highlighting item B, see attached item C) to the Planning Board.  They will pursue getting information on the zoning of their property which holds both lakeshore residential and rural residential zoning to seek clarification on their building rights. At which time they may move toward applying for Special Use Permit.  Radzwion (see VII above) again responded that his concern is for what the intent of the property is and the township ordinance is upheld.  Radzwion inquired if Zoning Administrator had received the requested information in writing from township legal council concerning a home business.  Zoning Administrator has not received anything as it cannot be proven/confirmed that a business is being conducted from this property.
XIII. Planning Board Member Comments and Input –

Class is being offered by Michigan Association of Planning’s PLANNING and ZONING ESSENTIALS, October 12, 2017.  Allen, Sawasky are interested in attending.

XIV. Set/Confirm Next Meeting Date

Next meeting WEDNESDAY, November 1, 2017 at 9:00 am at the Township Hall.

XV. Adjournment –
Motion to adjourn at 11:45 am by Shaw, supported by Lavender, motion carried. 
These minutes are not official until approved by the Blue Lake Township Planning Commission at the next scheduled meeting.

Respectfully Submitted by:




Attested to:

__________________________



____________________________

Janet Gruley, Secretary




Rhonda Allen, Planning Board Chairperson
