Blue Lake Township
Kalkaska County, Michigan
Minutes

Township Board Regular Meeting

Wednesday, April 5, 2017
21 Present

I. Meeting Call to Order at 7:00 pm – Shearer
II. Pledge of Allegiance – Shearer-Nichol
III. Roll Call of Officers Present: Almose, Nichol, Shaw, Shearer and Shoemaker all present.
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Shearer - Motion to adopt agenda by Nichol, supported by Shaw, motion carried.
V. Minutes of last meeting – Nichol – Motion to approve minutes of last meeting dated March 1, 2017 by Shaw with changes, supported by Almose, motion carried.

VI. Treasurers Report - Almose – The Treasurers’ report was accepted.
VII. Clerks Report - Nichol
1. Approve payment of bills in the amount of $19,638.71. Motion to approve Clerk’s report by Shearer, supported by Almose, motion carried.
2. Budget Worksheet (Return by April 28)

3. Set Budget Workshop Date (2nd week in May?) May 9, 2017 at 10 am

VIII. Correspondents and Guests
1. Community Officer - Brian Peacock
a. There were 7 incidents in the Township for March with property checks being the main activity for the month. Deputy Peacock logged 36 hours and 51 property checks. Peacock attended DNR Grant Conference with Special Deputy Gary Owen. Grant dollars for snowmobile patrol is expected to decline with ORV grant dollars increasing. Also discussed PA288: State opening up 2-Tracks beginning 1/1/2018. Erosion or wetlands will keep certain 2-Tracks closed.
b. Sgt. Eric Johnson was in attendance and made himself available for any questions.

2. County Commissioner - Kohn Fisher – not present
3. KMHC Administrative Representative: May Election. Kevin Rogols and Laura Zingg presented information regarding the KMHC millage renewal request. The Special Election will be held on May 2, 2017. The presentation outlined what the hospital will do with the millage renewal dollars. Discussed were senior services; assisted living updates to create home environments, new cancer center/infusion services, clinical space expansion for physicians, ER expansion and growth as well as increased parking. Mr. Rogols noted the millage that just expired allowed KMHC to achieve all its goals set. He also noted such outstanding results are uncommon but would be most welcome in our political arena!
IX. Public Input - Mr. Ray Franz, 101st Representative announced his candidacy for Senator in the 2018 election. He gave his background and what he hopes to achieve.
X. Township Reports


1. Assessors Report – Grimm
a. Board of Review saw light activity. Three veteran’s exemptions were approved and six valuation appeals were heard over the two day period.
b. The 2017 assessment roll is balanced with the county and the 4022 has been signed and mailed out to the State Tax Commission as required at the close of Board of Review. Several reports have been prepared for the board.

c. The full report is available in the Clerk’s office.

2. Fire Department Report – Barr 
a. One assist to Station #6 at a chimney fire and one assist to Station #8 at a snowmobile accident off of Sunset Trail.
b. Our normal training cycle was accomplished.

c. The air compressor on Pumper K-41 was not repaired. The cost of $16,000 outweighed the return. The fire department has a couple of specialized nozzles giving plenty of foam for the types of fires we get in Blue Lake Township.

d. The county will be purchasing 800 MHz radios for fire departments with funds from the 911 capital budget. The purchase is slated to occur in late 2017 instead of 2018 as previously scheduled.

e. The county will be replacing the culvert under CR 612 at Manistee Lake this summer. Barr has had conversations with Station #6 with regard to coordinating responses during times when the road is shut down.

f. The full report is available in the Clerk’s office.

3. Planning Board Report – R Allen – Shaw
a. Motion by Shearer to appoint new Planning Board Member Janet Gruley as of May 1, 2017, supported by Nichol, motion carried.

b. After looking over the Nuisance Ordinance the PB decided it was enough to cover those instances where trash has been left on the roadside/property. Motion by Shearer to have the planning board create a cover letter to accompany a complaint being sent to residents in violation of the Nuisance Ordinance with regard to trash, supported by Nichol, motion carried.

c. Next meeting will be held on May 3, 2017.
4. Zoning Board of Appeals – Lavender – no meeting
5. Zoning Administrator –  Campbell
a. Three zoning permits were issued in March.
6. Hospital Report – McCulloch 
a. New mission, vision and values have been adopted after much consideration and discussion
b. Dr. Christopher LaFond has joined KMHC in outpatient surgery and Dr. Okerson-Sparks has stared at KMA and is accepting new patients in her family medicine practice.
c. KMHC’s long term care/Eden Center received the prestigious Governor’s Award for improving quality of healthcare in a nursing home. They also received 4.5 stars out of 5 with US News & World Reports’ nursing home rankings.

d. The preliminary hearing for the vacation of Coral and 2nd Streets had no opposition allowing for the second hearing (June 7th) to proceed with a judgement likely if there is no opposition. 
e. KMHC continues preparation and communication of the upcoming millage renewal on May 2nd. New forums will be held at the Stone House on the 12th and 27th of April. Community Sharps Day: June 20th at 10 am – Noon, KMHC main entrance.
f. The full report is available in the Clerk’s office.
7. Road Committee Report – M Allen no report
XI. Board Member Comments and Input 
1. Request for newsletter articles – Shearer
2. AFLAC – Nichol – those interested please see the Clerk.

3. New Voting Equipment – The State of Michigan has mandated new voting equipment. Nichol attended a demonstration for ES&S equipment late last month. It was decided the Townships and Village will purchase ES&S equipment. There will be no charge for the equipment or maintenance for the first 5 years. Townships/Village will be responsible for purchasing a storage case for the handicap equipment. ES&S will recycle the old equipment, conduct on-site updates/maintenance and the equipment will be available for the November 2017 election. There are several advantages to the new equipment and one is the type of paper the new system ballots will use and the ability to print the ballots on site using the new handicap equipment.

XII. New Business
1. Bidding for Hall/Office Cleaning? – tabled until next month

2. Bidding for Hall/Lawn maintenance will be put in the paper next week to run for two weeks with the request bids come back by May 2 no later than 4 pm.

3. Motion by Almose to accept the 3 year renewal of Gabridge and Company for the townships auditing services, supported by Shoemaker, motion carried.

4. Natural Hazzard Mitigation plan to be looked over and a resolution will be on the agenda for next month. Copies to be sent to Chief Barr, Deputy Peacock and McCulloch, Hospital liaison.
XIII. Old Business

XIV. Adjournment – Next meeting May 3, 2017
1. Motion to adjourn at 9:13 pm by Nichol, supported by Shoemaker, motion carried. 
